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' King's Room', ' Queen's Room ', etc, A bar or small lounge
on ground floor. Many habitual ' frequenters' about. As far
as I could learn the cheese had only been fully guessed, in 100
years, about 15 times ; but 3 times in the last 10 years. Waiters
very nice, but firm withal. They told us that cheesemongers
came specially to guess, but wore never anywhere near right in
all three.
James Bone said that he took Don Marquis, the American
writer, there and introduced him to the real chairman (now
ill) as an American from New York, whereupon the chairman said
he was particularly glad to meet him as in his opinion America
was our finest colony. Bone related this for a fact, implying that
the Chairman had not yet heard of the Independence of U.S.A.
Bone and wife had been staying with Joseph Conrad. They
said that he said about " Riccyman Steps ", " It has always been
Bennett militant; but this is Bennett victorious/'
Saturday, January x%th*
I went yesterday morning to a smallish second-hand furniture
shop (authentic antiques) in Basil Street. A tall gentleman in
charge and alone there* He apologised for a certain untidiness,
and said that his partner was even more untidy than he was
himself, I didn't see the partner but I guess that there was no
love lost between them, A tall man, conventionally dressed, tail
coat, striped trousers. Perfect manners. Evidently a gentle-
man, He gave a twinge, and apologised, in moving some
furniture. Said it was rheumatism, caught in Bolshevist Russia.
Man probably about 45-48* Biggish nose, In moving some
more furniture, he let a cut glass jug slip off a table, but I caught
it as it fell When I said I should have to think over a pro-
posed purchase as I wasn't sure if I liked it, he said eagerly:
" Certainly, I should not care for you to buy anything and regret
it afterwards." Just before I left, a very tall young man and a
biggish boy came in, and he told them to go into his office. Both
stylish. " My sons/* he said to me, concealing his pride* This
place was a good illustration of the invasion of trade by the
educated and well-bred classes.
Another instance I had the other day at Gereth's in Beauchamp
Place, where the middle-aged lady boss was a most charming
woman. Another is the " Cottars Market", run by Mrs. Pitt
Chatham and Mrs* Playfair, All these three close together,
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